
  

 
SANTA FE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

REQUEST FOR HARDSHIP VARIANCE 
 

Customer Name:             
   Last Name    First Name  MI 
 

Account Number:______________________    ____________________  
(attach sheet listing additional account numbers if more than one meter serves the site). 
 
Service Address:                         
Mailing Address:         _____                  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Best Daytime Contact Phone #: (___)    E-mail Address:      

 
1. Total number of occupants:    2.   Total occupant capacity (if other than residential):   
 
3. Lot size that meter(s) serves:   acres.  4.  Total irrigated landscape area:  sq.feet. 
 
5. If there is a pool(s)/spa(s), please provide total size (in gallons): _____ 6.  Number of structure stories: ___ 
 
7. Square footage of structure(s):  
 
8. Reason for the requested variance: See Page 2 for  qualifying Criteria.  Attach additional sheets if needed. 
           
           
           
           
 
9. Please propose an alternative that accommodates your specific water use needs and still achieves the intended 
reduction in water use.  If no alternative is possible, please provide reason.  Examples: Propose alternative irrigation 
days or time periods from those established by the District; propose a plan to increase conservation in other ways at the 
site in order to compensate for inability to reduce water use for reasons you described above.  Attach additional sheets if 
needed. 
           
           
           
           
 
10. Please attach any supporting documentation for your request for a variance, including, but not limited to, 
photographs, maps, drawings, and other information. 
    
11. Please include a PROCESSING FEE of $50.00 

CHECK #:    (fee is non-refundable) 
 
 
Checks shall be made payable to the Santa Fe Irrigation District.  Check your water bill to determine your meter size. 
I certify under penalty of perjury that all the information provided is truthful and correct. I understand that this form is required to be 
submitted to the Santa Fe Irrigation District, and that all information provided is subject to verification by the District.  The District 
may request additional information and/or inspection of the interior and exterior of the premises.   
 
Customer Signature          Date    
 
Date Application Received by District ___________ 
Send this form along with processing fee to: 
Hardship Variance Request •  Santa Fe Irrigation District P.O. Box 409 • Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067-0409 
Variance requests will be processed within 10 days of receipt.  Customers will be notified of District’s determination by mail. 
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Pursuant to Section 17.11 of the Santa Fe Irrigation District’s Policies and Procedures, the District may grant 
Hardship Variances to the requirements of its Drought Response Policies and Procedures in certain limited 
circumstances.  The following criteria will be used by the District for determining whether to grant such a 
Hardship Variance: 

(a) If, due to unique circumstances, a specific requirement of the Santa Fe Irrigations District’s (the 
“District”) Drought Response Policies and Procedures (the “Policies”) would result in undue hardship to a person using 
District water or to property upon which District water is used, that is disproportionate to the impacts to District water 
users generally or to similar property or classes of water uses, then the person may apply for a variance to the 
requirements as provided in this section.   
 

(b) The variance may be granted or conditionally granted, only upon a written finding of the existence of 
facts demonstrating an undue hardship to a person using District water or to property upon which District water is used, 
that is disproportionate to the impacts to District water users generally or to similar property or classes of water use due to 
specific and unique circumstances of the user or the user’s property. 

 
 1. Application.  Application for a variance shall be as set forth in this form and shall be 
accompanied by a non-refundable processing fee in an amount as set forth herein.  
  

2. Supporting Documentation.  The application shall be accompanied by photographs, maps, 
drawings, and other information, including a written statement of the applicant.   

3. Required Findings for Variance.  An application for a variance shall be denied unless the District 
General Manager finds, based on the information provided in the application, supporting documents, or such 
additional information as may be requested, and on water use information for the property as shown by the 
records of the District, all of the following: 

 A. That the variance does not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with the 
limitations upon other District customers.    

 B. That because of special circumstances applicable to the property or its use, the strict 
application of the Policies would have a disproportionate impact on the property or use that exceeds the impacts 
to District customers generally. 

 C. That the authorizing of such variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent 
properties, and will not materially affect the ability of the District to effectuate the purpose of the Policies and will 
not be detrimental to the public interest. 

 D. That the condition or situation of the subject property or the intended use of the property 
for which the variance is sought is not common, recurrent, or general in nature.   

(c) The General Manager shall exercise approval authority and act upon any completed application no later 
than ten business days after submittal and may approve, conditionally approve, or deny the variance.  The applicant 
requesting the variance shall be promptly notified in writing of any action taken.  Unless otherwise specified at the time a 
variance is approved, the variance applies to the subject property during the term of the mandatory drought response level 
then in effect. 

 
(d)   An applicant may appeal a decision or condition of the General Manager on a variance application to the 

District Board of Directors within 10 days of the decision upon written request for a hearing.  The request shall state the 
grounds for the appeal.  At a public meeting, the District Board of Directors shall act as the approval authority and review 
the appeal de novo by following the regular variance procedure.  The decision of the Board of Directors is final. 

 


